Welcome to the Catholic Parish of Christ the King, Bedford
The Fifth Sunday of Lent, 2026

The Lord calls us, every Sunday, to share in his saving love in the Holy
Mass. But with the approach of Holy Week, he makes this invitation to
us in a much greater way. Today, the terrible circumstances of his
Passion and Death are no longer in operation, but the Mystery of the
Redemption is fully present to us in the Liturgies of Holy Week and
Easter. On Palm Sunday at the start of Holy Week, Christ Jesus calls all
the baptised to a much greater awareness of his Passion, Death, and
Resurrection. He invites us to participate with him in these days so
that we experience, more intimately and personally, the Mystery of his
Redeeming love for us.

2000 years ago, the crowds gathered to welcome him into the holy
city. Next week, on Palm Sunday, he will personally invite the whole
Church to re-live and re-embrace that mutual openness we share with
him; the way in which he takes us into his heart, and the way in which
we have welcomed him into our lives.

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday of Holy Week are days of recollection,
giving us time to come to a place of awareness of the intentions of his

heart for us, and correspondingly, of our self-gift to him.

On Thursday, the Paschal Triduum begins with the Mass of the Lord’s
supper and the giving of the Holy Eucharist, a gift which enables us to
participate sacramentally in the Redemption. Then follows the hour of
Watching with the Blessed Sacrament, remembering that in the
Garden of Gethsemani, 2000 years ago, he accepted the burden of
our sins. Then follows Good Friday and Holy Saturday.

The Church sets aside these days because they commemorate the one
transformative event of our lives and the life of the world. It is
wonderful if you are able to invite people you know to come with you
and take part in these Mysteries. But, at least, let us hold them in our
hearts before the Lord.

Schedule for the week beginning Sunday 22nd March 2026

Saturday 21st March
10.00am - 10.45am Confession available
6.00pm Vigil Mass, Protection of the vulnerable

Sunday 22nd March

8.30am Holy Mass (Latin), the faithful of the parish
10.30am Holy Mass, Bih Maria Che, birthday
5pm Syro-Malabar Mass

Tuesday 24th March
6.30pm Holy Mass, For peace in the world
/pm-7.30pm Eucharistic Adoration

Wednesday 25th March, The Solemnity of the Annunciation

10am Holy Mass, the intentions of our bishop

10.30am The Holy Rosary

6.00pm Parish office hour
/7.15pm Meeting to plan Holy Week, Parish Room.

Thursday 26th March,
6.30pm Holy Mass, Conversion from sin
7.15pm Lent in the lives of the Saints, in the Portacabin

Friday 27th March
8.30am Stations of the Cross
ITam - 11.45am Eucharistic Adoration, Confession available

12 noon Holy Mass, Arthur and Jo Hoggard, RIP
6 - 8pm Eucharistic Adoration with Confession available

Saturday 28th March
10.00am - 10.45am Confession available

6.00pm Vigil Mass

Please remember the sick of our parish and those who have died recently.




On Thursday we host the last session, Lent in the light of the saints.
This is at 7.15pm in the portacabin. Such evenings as these are so
fruitful because they enable to spend time together in one another’s
company, rather than ‘pass as ships in the night’ on Sundays. Fr
Richard is very happy to receive suggestions for future evenings.

Let’s continue to remember in prayer the children who are preparing
to receive First Sacraments next month and support their families in
prayer. Living in a culture that rejects God, the God who has not
rejected us, parents know that they can't force the Gospel down their
children’s throats. Yet, spontaneously parents want their children to
feel the impact that Christ Jesus has had in their own lives. The whole
parish today honours the modelling of Christ’s strength and security by
parents to their children. May this work of grace bear great fruit.

For those seeking the Sacrament of Confirmation we invite you to a
meeting in Eastertime:

For parents of young people between 13 and 17 years, we are hosting
a meeting for you on Wednesday 22nd April at 7pm in the PD Room.
For those who are 18+, we are hosting a meeting for you on Thursday
23rd April at 7pm in the PD Room.

Our hosting of the Traditional Rite of Mass on Sundays means that the
early Masses on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday will be celebrated in
the ancient form. These Liturgies date from the 300s. The Mass of
Easter reflects the joy and enthusiasm of Christians, whose central
focus was to make their churches ring with gladness on Easter Day,
and who thronged to assist at the conferral of baptism. Recently, we
have canvassed our congregation regarding the government’s
initiative, ‘Living Heritage’. The Church’s ancient Liturgy, alongside
other spiritual, artistic, and cultural practices, forms a part of the life of
the country, and it would be great for the celebration of the Traditional
Mass to be included in this inventory, and so that Christ the King
parish can be ‘put on the map’ even more! For more info visit:

www.livingheritage.unesco.org.uk

The Psalm Responsory:
“With the Lord there is mercy, in him is plentiful redemption.”

Hymns for Sunday:
98 Breathe on me.
6/4 Sweet Sacrament divine.

27 | am the bread of life
274 1 bind unto myself

Volunteers for the Mandatum ceremony. Please indicate on the chart
at the back of the church if you wish to be a part of this.

Re-commissioning of Ministers of Holy Communion at the Mass of
the Lord’s Supper. I ask the Ministers to let me know beforehand if you
wish to be commissioned anew.

Missio Red Boxes. If you would like your box to be collected, would
you ring John Grogan on 07773712688.

ACN appeal: an additional £25 was given, taking the total to £562.35

Last weeks Offertory Collection:
Collection £640.89 Standing Orders £162 Total £802.89 Thank you.

Today there is a retiring collection for altar flowers for Easter.

On Easter Sunday the collection is for the clergy Together, the
Christmas and Easter Offerings form an important part of priests’
Income.

We are grateful to all who donate to the parish with a Standing Order.
21% of our Offertory Collection is now given by Standing Order; this
is a great help to those who carry monies to the bank each week.

If you would like to donate in this way, please use these details:

Name: Christ the King Parish

Sort: 600611 Account: 46714332

Fr Richard Aladics
01234 342641
frrichard.aladics@northamptondiocese.org




