
 
Sunday 1st August 2021 
 

Greetings my dear brothers and sisters,  
 
We are at the final week of July. The schools have broken up and many of you are no doubt making 
plans for a summer break. If you are choosing a staycation or a vacation, I wish you a safe and healthy 
journey. Taking a break is good, it refreshes our souls and it gives us a new sense of perspective. It is 
during some time away that we begin to change our mindset and take on a new challenge. So with this 
in mind, I discovered a passage that enlightened me, perhaps it might do the same for you too?  
 
Changing Vision 
 
There once lived a wealthy man who was bothered by severe eye pain. He consulted many physicians, 
but none could treat his ache.  He went through a myriad of treatment procedures but his pain persisted 
with more vigour. He looked and for every available solution for his pain, and finally approached a wise 
monk, renowned for treating various illnesses. The monk carefully observed the man’s eyes and offered 
a very peculiar solution. 
 
The monk told the man to concentrate only on the colour green for a few weeks and avoid any other 
colours. The man was desperate to get rid of the pain and was determined ready to go to any extent. So 
the wealthy man appointed a group of painters and purchased barrels of green paint and directed that 
every object his eye was likely to fall to be painted green. 
 
After a few weeks the monk came to visit the man to follow up on the man’s progress. As the monk 
walked towards the man’s room, the appointed painter poured a bucket of green paint on the monk.  
The monk could see that the whole corridor and the room was painted green. As the monk inquired 
about the reason for painting everything green, and the wealthy man said that he was only following the 
monk’s advice to look at only green. 
 
Hearing this, the monk laughed and said “If only you had purchased a pair of green spectacles, worth 
just a few dollars, You could have saved a large share of your fortune. You cannot paint the world 
green.” 
 
Moral: Let us change our vision and the world will appear accordingly. 
 
There are many things we can take from this story. Sometimes, it is the simple things in life that can 
make the biggest difference. We do not have to look far! Do we have to look through life with rose 
tinted glasses? Of course not! Life is not like that. We can however, take a pragmatic view about our 
vision. There is always a solution to everything! Nothing is impossible and everything is possible. You do 
not need to be rich to implement some changes but you do need to apply some common sense to 
everyday life.  
 
If in doubt, find a wise friend but more importantly if you are not sure of what is being conveyed please 
'ask' One of the fundamental issues we as humans have is 'communication'. Do we understand what we 
are told? If in doubt, assume nothing! Too often we make the wrong choices based on our belief of 
something but is it right? I invite you to reflect on the above this week and to discover where you might 
need to alter your vision.  
 
I wish you a blessed and insightful week ahead. May God continue to bless you and your families with 
abundant graces and wisdom today and always.  
 
Yours affectionately,  
 
Rev Fr Nicholas Nwanzi 


