
 
 
Sunday 18th July 2021 
 

Greetings my dear brothers and sisters,  
 
As we welcome a new week, I trust that you and your families are in good health and spirits.  
 
Since my return, I have been overwhelmed by how many parishioners have commented on my weekly messages 
and look forward to what is coming next. To be sincere with you, I was oblivious to how these messages were 
gratefully received. I humbly thank you for your feedback. You know that We are here to encourage each other 
to live in love, faith and friendship.  
 
The Bible teaches us a lot. However, there are many passages which are handed down through history and indeed 
proverbs which come from our ancestry. Each one is valid and has much to tell us about life and how we can 
apply that to our own lives.  
 
This week I discovered something unique and was marvelled by what I read. I wonder whether you might think 
the same?  
 
       The pencil's tale 
 
An old pencil maker took his newest pencil aside, just before he was about to pack him into a box. Imagining the 
little fellow as a person he recalled a few things about the pencil. 
 
“There are five things you need to know,” he said to his pencil, “before I send you out into the world. Always 
remember these five things - never forget them - and you will become the best pencil you can be! 
 
“The first thing is to remember that you will be able to do many great things, but only if you put yourself in 
someone else’s hands. 
 
“From time to time you will experience a painful sharpening, but remember that this will make you a better 
pencil. 
 
“Also, keep in mind that you will be able to correct any mistakes you might make along the way. 
 
“And the most important part of you is what’s on the inside. 
 
“And remember this, as well, upon every surface that you are used, you must leave your mark. No matter what 
else happens, you must continue to write.” 
 
It seemed the pencil listened to him and promised he would remember these five things so that he could live his 
life with heart and purpose. 
 
My brothers and sisters, we are indeed the artists of our own lives! Everything we have inside us is to be used for 
the greater good. Never underestimate your value, your talents and what you can achieve. 
 
I invite you to cast your minds to last week when  Richard Branson made the flight of his life and the flight of his 
dreams. He made the most symbolic mark in history by executing a lifelong passion and turning it into reality. 
There is only one Richard Branson and there is only you! Be a pencil that makes a difference! 
 
As always, I wish you a blessed week. May God continue to grant you all the desires of your heart and guide you 
on your life's journey. 
 
Yours, 
 
Rev Fr Nicholas Nwanzi 


