
Sunday 4th July 2021 
 

Dearest brothers and sisters,  
 
My heartfelt greetings to you and your dear families! I sincerely hope you have been in good health and that you 
have been looking after yourself. There is nothing more important than you. 
 
Many of you know that I travelled home to Nigeria in April. As always it was wonderful to see my family and the 
elders in my community. Community living and life is at the very heart of everything we Africans do. Yes we have 
immediate family However, our neighbours, friends and kinsmen are all considered to be our family. I take great 
comfort in the strength  of having such an extended network that are there for me and thank God for that 
wonderful blessing Going back to my roots and appreciating the value of my homeland has enabled me to 
reconnect with those I hold dear. It was indeed a very emotional journey taken up counselling those in far out 
villages, catching up with their joys and sorrows and also laying to rest numerous loved ones. 
 
The effects of Covid-19 and the impact this has had on my homeland has been unthinkable. It is true, until you 
walk in someone's else shoes you do not understand what they are going through. So many of fellowmen touched 
my heart, I just wanted to reach out and take away their pain - make everything better. 
 
Have you ever felt that you were put on a mission? A mission to accomplish something great? Have you ever 
thought I want to change the world? Have you tried? Here is a little short story about exactly that! It sums up my 
sentiments.  
 
To change the world 
 
When I was a young man, I wanted to change the world.  I found it was difficult to change the world, so I tried to 
change my nation.  When I found I couldn’t change the nation, I began to focus on my town. I couldn’t change the 
town and as an older man, I tried to change my family. 
 
Now, as an old man, I realize the only thing I can change is myself, and suddenly I realise that if long ago I had 
changed myself, I could have made an impact on my family. My family and I could have made an impact on our 
town. Their impact could have changed the nation and I could indeed have changed the world. 
 
Author: unknown monk 
 
My sisters and brothers, when restrictions are finally lifted, please take a journey home, wherever that might be. 
A journey to your family and friends, somewhere you grew up as a child, somewhere that is meaningful to you. 
We all have the ability to change the world. It doesn't have to start from the place where you are now. It requires 
us to travel back in time to go back to our roots to find our calling and mission in life. Is there something nudging 
you? A niggling feeling you have? Do you long to find yourself and reconnect with your past? To feel that you 
were destined to do something great and don't know how? What is that inner voice telling you? Can you hear 
God speaking?  
 
When time allows, please make that journey, find that something that will make a difference and change the 
world but first - start with yourself! Only you know what is in your heart, it is only you that can make that journey 
of a lifetime.  
 
As I sign off this week, I want to extend my sincere gratitude and thanks to everyone for all their unconditional 
support since my return. I have been truly overwhelmed by the kindness of our parishioners. You never cease to 
amaze me with your care, love and generosity. 
 
Please know that you have been in my heart throughout my absence and in my prayers. I am looking forward to 
seeing you this weekend and catching up with all your news. 
 
We remain forever united in prayer.  
 
Yours affectionately, 
 
Rev Fr Nicholas Nwanzi 
 


