
Sunday 28th March 2021 
 

My dear brothers and sisters, 
 
Greetings to you. Another week is upon us and I hope and pray that you and your families continue to be safe and 
in good health.  
 
Being a priest is not a simple role to undertake. It requires hard work, dedication, Disciplined Life of prayer, a 
good listening ear, patience and an appreciation for humanity and spirit of empathy, to say the least. The volume 
of people we encounter in life is incredible. Each and every one of us is unique. We have our own gifts and talents 
and we also have our own destinies to fulfil. We are made up of different races, religions, creeds, ancestry, 
heritage values and morals. If we have the pleasure to meet another human, we should be thankful. If we have 
the pleasure to learn something new about a culture, we should be thankful, if we see good works in action, we 
should be thankful, if we see happiness in someone, we should be thankful. If we receive an act of kindness, we 
should be thankful. 
 
If we meet someone and learn something about our lives, we should be thankful. I hope you are slowly getting 
the message. You see, every human being is a gift of God. We were specifically made and designed to fulfil a 
purpose. One of the greatest things about people is that they do not see their worth but perhaps more 
importantly they do not see the value of others. In today's society we have been raised to complain, whinge, 
breed negativity, gossip, spread harmful chatter. We do this every day in our lives, making judgements about 
people we don't even know or have a relationship with. The amazing thing is we do it naturally as if it is common 
practice and we see nothing wrong with it. We take it upon ourselves to criticise others without looking at 
ourselves. We think that 'we know best'.  
 
Why am I talking about this? Very simply, the human race is fundamentally challenged by so many different 
media platforms, emotional issues, job related transgressions etc. In life, we chatter and engage in discourse that 
might not necessarily be appropriate but more importantly, it has nothing whatsoever to do with us. Within the 
context of our discussion, Have you heard the term 'mind your own business?' That is exactly it! We should be 
minding our own. We all have enough crosses to carry. And so, if this is the case, why do we involve ourselves 
with the worries of others? Do we get excited to hear about gossip or someone's misfortunes. Are our ears 
pricking up because we are secretly jealous?  
 
When we engage in discourse about others and involve ourselves in passing judgements about others, what are 
we personally achieving? Is it because we don't want to be embarrassed in front of friends and associates so we 
go along with it or is it because we are curious and can't help ourselves? Have we set any boundaries and moral 
yardsticks for ourselves? Do we have the conviction to stand up and say, we don't want to engage in such 
discussions? Do we have the audacity to stand up for someone who is being unjustly criticised? Are we able to 
have the confidence and be that voice of reason amongst the many and not just the few?  
 
One of classic books of all time is To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. It is a book of life and reality and was ahead 
of its time. One of the most poignant quotes widely relayed was: 
 
'You never really understand a person until you consider things from their point of view, until you climb into their 
skin and walk around in it'.  
 
It is very similar to the proverb:  
 
Until you walk a mile in someone else's shoes, we should not judge them. 
 
This week, I invite us to challenge ourselves and observe the conversations we have with others. For a moment, 
see if we can walk in someone else's shoes. Find out about them and their journey before anything else.  
 
We do not need to be an aimless sheep following others with fruitless chatter. We should stand back and stand 
out! 
 
As always, I wish you and your families a blessed and joyful week. May God continue to bless you with all his 
graces and favours always.  
 
Yours, Rev Nicholas Nwanzi 
 
 


