
Sunday 21st March 2021 
 

My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

I do hope that you and your families are well by the grace of God. The weeks are now gathering pace and Easter 
will soon be upon us.  
 

I enjoy this time of Lent as it always makes me reflect on situations in life. For me personally, it is a time of grace. 
This week I have been exploring Judas and issue of betrayal. An interesting subject that has affected us all no 
doubt. 
 

As an African man rooted in my love for native proverbs and short stories used to convey a message, so naturally I 
have something to share with you. 
 

Once upon a time, there lived a Tortoise who lived in his shell. He lived amongst other animals on a small 
farmland who were called Mr Dog, Mr Cat and Mrs Rabbit. The Tortoise was very curious and decided to begin 
following Mr Dog whenever he snuck away at night. He often saw and heard nothing but this time the Tortoise 
heard him whispering 
“Rope. Rope, let me up for I am hungry.” 
Then a rope appeared to the Tortoise’s surprise. He watched on in amazement. Mr Dog began to climb and later 
emerged with plentiful amounts of assorted foods. In the morning the Tortoise told Mr Dog what he had seen and 
wanted to know how he could do the same Mr Dog happily obliged and told the Tortoise to go with him that night 
so he could show him how to get more food. 
Later that night Mr Dog and the Tortoise met at the same spot as the magic had occurred the night before. Mr 
Dog said; 
“I will go first and then I will extend the rope to you.” 
The Tortoise happily obliged and waited patiently as Mr Dog chanted once again — 
“Rope. Rope, let me up for I am hungry.” 
The rope descended and Mr Dog climbed all the way to the top and then urged the Tortoise to follow. As the 
Tortoise began to climb, Mr Dog cut the rope and the Tortoise fell on its back and broke his shell into little chunks 
and was later put back together by Mr Cat and Mrs Rabbit. 
And that’s how Tortoises, till this day, have cracks on their shells. 
 

The Moral of the story? As an individual, How do I handle Betrayal? 
Sometimes trusting people can be hard especially when they have let us down, but this story suggests that we 
have to search within ourselves and think deeply about whom we are trusting and why. We may just find that the 
people we trust are those who have not given us a reason to do so. Most of the time if they are our close friends, 
family or partners, we have a sense of automatic trust, leaving room for us to ignore painful realities and 
manufacture false truths. 
 

Why should I share this with you? For the simple reason, you will have encountered some level of betrayal or fall 
out in your lives that would have affected you deeply. It might have changed you forever. Betrayal is hard and not 
easy to come to terms with. Now, I am not going to preach to you about forgiveness as everyone's experience of 
betrayal and deceit is personal to them. Until you have walked in someone else's shoes you have no idea of what 
they have been through. Instead, I will suggest these three tools to assist and guide you.  
 

1. listen to outside information taking it with a pinch of salt, 
2. gather up our own conclusions by getting to know an individual yourself, and 
3. choose your stance given all the evidence you have gathered. 

 
It is important to note that not all persons that we trust will retain our trust. There are circumstances where trust 
could have been built but was weakened from the beginning by naysayers, or where there was no reason to trust 
but we chose to do so at our own peril. 
 

Be smart and be wise and know that the world is full of Judas's. Have the confidence to stand up for yourself and 
look forward. 
 

I wish you and your families a blessed and peaceful week ahead. We  remain united in love and fellowship for one 
another. 
 

Yours,   Rev Nicholas Nwanzi 


