
Sunday 14th March 2021 
 

My dear brothers and sisters,  
 

I pray that you and your families continue to be forging ahead this Lent in love and fellowship.  
 
This Sunday is Mother's Day. A special day set aside in the calendar to give thanks and praise for mothers Every 
year, I look forward to this day as it makes me reflect on my own mother and how much I value what she has 
done for me. As always, I like to extract a short story to help explain my thoughts...  
 

One day a little boy named Billy came up to his mother in the kitchen while she was preparing supper for the 
whole family, and he handed her a piece of paper. After his mom dried her hands she took and read the note. At 
first, she couldn’t believe that her little boy could demand something like that from her. She wanted to yell at him 
and punish him somehow But then she remembered her mother’s words, “My darling daughter, one day your 
child will do something you couldn’t imagine in your wildest dreams. You will feel angry, you will feel 
disappointed, you even might feel unappreciated. But then you will feel something only a mother can. And that is 
a mother’s love. So you will forgive your child and find a way to bond even more.” 
 

Billy feeling very proud of himself and his demands looked at his mother and saw how she stared speechless at 
the note and that something was going through her mind. But what? Then without a word she picked up a pen, 
turned over the paper he’d written on, wrote something, and handed back the paper to him. When Billy finished 
reading what his mother had written, there were big tears in his eyes, and he looked straight at his mother and 
said, “Mom, I love you!” Then  he took the pen and the piece of paper, turned it around where his first notes 
were written, he then draw an X over the whole page and wrote in big letters “PAID IN FULL WITH MY MOTHER’S 
LOVE.” 
 

What did Billy write to his mother? The note said: 
For cutting the grass: £5 
For cleaning up my room this week: £2 
For going to the shops for you: £2.50 
Babysitting my baby brother while you went shopping: £2.50 
Taking out the wheelie bins: £1 
For getting a good report from school: £5 
For cleaning up and raking the garden: £2 
Total owed: £20 
 

Now let’s look at what his mother wrote back that made Billy change his mind: 
 

For 9 months I carried you while you were growing inside me: No Charge. 
For all the nights that I’ve sat up with you, took care of your illnesses, and prayed for you: No Charge. 
For all the trying times, and all the tears that you’ve caused through the years: No Charge. 
For all the nights that were filled with dread, and for the worries I knew were and still are ahead: No Charge. 
For the toys, food, clothes, changing of diapers and even wiping your nose: No Charge, 
Son, I am your mother and I love you. Your health, your happiness, your smile, and your hugs are worth more 
than any amount of money. Thank you. 
 

Moral of the story: 
A mother's love is something special. However, you do not have to be a birth mother to appreciate and 
understand unconditional love... This can take many forms in role of a cousin, aunt, grandmother, great 
grandmother, friend, colleague and sister...  
 

As I conclude my message this week, I leave you with a short prayer: 
 

Loving God, you nurture and care for all. Today, we give thanks for our mothers and our churches where we were 
encouraged and developed in our faith journey. 
We lift up and thank you for the many mothers in our communities that continue to be role models and living 
saints.  
We remember that today is a reminder of the different ways people can mother or be mothered. 
For the mothers not related by blood; 
For the ones who are grieving the loss of their mother; 
For the mothers, who parent on their own. 



For those who long to mother but have not been able to have children. 
For those estranged or separated from their children. We remember you all.  
We thank you for the many people who walk alongside and support mothers, especially those who support 
teenage mothers.  
May the help and skills those young mothers receive there be felt for generations to come. 
We also remember those that have not borne children but stepped in to care for and nurture family members 
and friends.  
Thank you to all the women that reach out to children and make a positive difference to society by their principles 
and values.  
We remember the importance of women in our lives and reflect on the value of them yesterday, today and 
forever.  
Gather us, God as children under your wings.  
 
I wish all women a very Happy Mother's Day on Sunday. May God continue to shower you with his blessings, 
graces and favours. 
 
Have a wonderful week and look after yourself and one another. 
 
Yours,  Rev Fr Nicholas Nwanzi 
 


